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ABOUT US
For more than 15 years already TI Georgia has been operating as an independent
non-governmental organization based in Tbilisi, Georgia. We are a member of the
Transparency International (TI) movement, which is made up of over 100 independent
National Chapters, approximately 30 Individual Members and an International Secretariat in Berlin. We are the TI’s national chapter in Georgia. Our head office is in Tbilisi
with 40 employees working there and we also have regional offices in Kutaisi, Zugdidi,
Batumi and Telavi.
Our vision is to make Georgia a country which is free of corruption in all parts of society. A country where people are involved in the policymaking process. We aim to make
Georgia a place where transparency and openness in government and the private sector
are the rule rather than an exception. This includes supporting an engaged citizenry and
a vibrant and fair democratic environment.
To achieve this, we have undertaken a mission to support building and empowering state
institutions, develop good governance and the rule of law and ensure the transparency
and direct accountability of the state institutions.
Transparency International defines corruption as the abuse of entrusted power for
private gain. A corruption-free environment is the guiding ideal for TI Georgia. We
have identified poor governance -- abuse of power, lack of public oversight and weak
institutions -- as the primary impediment to achieving a corruption-free society.
TI Georgia is dedicated to provide reliable, fact-based and fair analysis that has a level
of depth and detail necessary to influence and shape policy debates. At the same time,
we aim to communicate our work so that interested non-experts can easily follow and
understand our research and recommendations.
In the years to come, TI Georgia will be dedicated to improve the democratic environment and quality of life for all Georgians. Our work will be guided by our key principles.
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MESSAGE FROM
THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Dear friends,
I have served as the executive director of Transparency International Georgia for the sixth consecutive year. Together with its
team of professionals I have been taking active part in important
processes in Georgia. In 2016, the organization continued to
work on issues that are crucial for building a modern state that
is based on liberal values.
2016 was the year of parliamentary elections. As is our tradition,
we studied the pre-election environment, donations received
by political parties and observed the Election Day throughout
the country.
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We continued to have close cooperation with the Parliament.
The issue of illegal secret surveillance and wiretapping proved
to be a serious challenge for Georgia in 2016. For this reason, in
March, we were forced to resort to protests within the framework of our campaign called This Affects You. The decision of
the Constitutional Court to grant the claim of non-governmental
organizations, declare the existing law to be unconstitutional
and order the Parliament to amend the legislation by March
2017, was a clear victory for us.
In 2016, we appealed to the European Court of Human Rights
with the case on the property rights of persons internally displaced during the 2008 Russia - Georgia war. We also represent
an illegally dismissed public servant in ECHR.
Maintaining a pluralistic media environment also proved to
be a challenge for Georgia in 2016. Throughout the year, we
closely followed the Rustavi 2 court case and protected the
labor rights of journalists.
With the help of our regional offices we voiced regional problems and requested response from relevant authorities. We
also worked towards increasing the transparency of the local
government.
Transparency International Georgia conducted an active advocacy campaign in support of Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic
future. We became the chair organization of the Coalition for
Euro-Atlantic Georgia, through which we try to accelerate the
process of Georgia’s return to the European family.
Transparency International Georgia would not be able to achieve
its current success without the support of all those partner
organizations, donors, politicians and media representatives,
who want Georgia to be characterized by democratic values,
rule of law, and transparency and accountability of state institutions. The past year was no exception, and personal attacks
were used against me in an attempt to cast doubt over the
credibility of non-governmental organizations. However, this
did not scare us, because we felt the support of our partners
and allies. For all this, on behalf my team, I would like to thank
all those, who understand the importance of critical opinion
and who choose to work with us.

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

5

OUR PROJECTS
ELECTION ENVIRONMENT, ECONOMY, PUBLIC SERVICE
Transparency International Georgia has a team of analysts and lawyers that is studying
the election environment, different sectors of the economy and processes ongoing in
the public service.
2016 was a parliamentary election year. As a rule, our organization observes both pre
and post-election periods as well as the Election Day itself. During this process, we pay
particular attention to political party funding and use of administrative resources. In
2016, we prepared three reports on our monitoring results. Monitoring revealed that
misuse of administrative resources for parliamentary elections had not reached the
scale to have a significant impact on the formation of the voter’s will and the overall
result of the election. Worth mentioning were 10 alleged cases of use of administrative recourses for election purposes that were identified during the period between
the election day and runoff elections. There were also a number of reports of political
pressure on certain individuals, which were left without appropriate response from law
enforcement authorities. The election process has been adversely affected by personal
video and audio recordings of various political party leaders disseminated via Internet.
Law enforcement authorities could not succeed in investigating any of the facts and
authors or distributors of the tapes remain unknown.
Problems were also identified with political party donations. Some individuals who donated to a political party received state procurement contracts in exchange. Questions
were also raised in relation to 10 public officials who had donated significant portion
of their household income to political parties.
Transparency International Georgia regularly publishes research on important sectors
of the country’s economy. In 2016 we studied the pharmaceutical market.
The main finding of the report was that the pharmaceutical market power is not distinctively concentrated - approximately 70% of the market is distributed amongst five large
companies. Georgia still hasn’t managed to adopt the international GMP standards. This
negatively affects the export of drugs produced within the country and raises questions
about the quality of drugs used within the country. LEPL State Regulation Agency for
Medical Activities, which is responsible for testing the quality of drugs, apparently does
not have sufficient resources/budget for effectively fulfilling its purpose. Moreover, the
current legislation does not allow for the effective and complete fulfillment of these
functions.
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OUR PROJECTS

JUSTICE SYSTEM
In 2016, the justice system still faced challenges related
to independence and efficiency. For this reason, our team
focused on the reform of the justice system, strengthening its efficiency and independence guarantees.

amendments to the Law on Constitutional Court that
would have reduced the court’s independence and efficiency, was satisfied, while the remaining two complaints
are currently under consideration.

Our work involved two main directions. On the one
hand, we monitored the various bodies of the judiciary
and, on the other hand, we tried to contribute to building
their capacity.

Our program continues to monitor the High Council of
Justice. The monitoring aims to identify shortcomings
in the Council’s work and develop recommendations.
The recommendations included in our 2016 report were
accepted by the Council.

In 2016, together with partner organizations we launched
a campaign titled Justice Demands, which aims to raise
public awareness about the problems inside the judiciary.
In addition, we regularly publish information, evaluation
of and statements on these problems.
In 2016, our program took part in the drafting of 3 constitutional complaints, which questioned the constitutionality of several provisions of the law regulating
the justice system. One of these complains, related to

8

In 2016, we also assisted the Chief Prosecutor’s Office
with setting up a prosecutor evaluation system. With our
help, representatives of the Prosecutor’s Office went on
a study visit to the Netherlands, where they met with
the representatives of the International Association of
Prosecutor’s and the Dutch Public Prosecution Service.
In addition, our lawyers and researchers assisted the
representatives of the Prosecutor’s Office with studying
international practice.
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OUR PROJECTS

OPEN GOVERNMENT PATRNERSHIP 2016
In 2016, TI Georgia continued its active contribution towards the promoting
and upholding of the Open Government Principles in the work of the executive
and state legislature. Throughout our continuous presence and engagement,
TI Georgia has worked with both government and the Parliament to develop
open governance standards in the country and provided a list of recommendations to better implement these standards in practice.
A fine example of such engagement is TI Georgia’s efforts in the formulation
of the pilot Open Parliament Action Plan. As permanent members of the Consultative Group of the Permanent Council on Open Governance, TI Georgia
has been the author of several recommendations spelled out in the Open
Parliament Action Plan, with an emphasis on commitments delivering more
clarity to the explanatory notes of draft laws, boosting open data access to
parliamentary information and increasing the transparency and accountability
of the Parliament.
In an effort to ensure timely and orderly implementation of commitments, TI
Georgia conducted a separate project on the monitoring of the activities and
implementation progress of the Permanent Council on Open Governance.
In this direction our parliamentary team has published two progress reports
and presented it to the Parliament and other stakeholders for deliberation.
The findings provided a clear look into the shortcomings of the process and
enabled the Permanent Council to fix these issues in the formulation of the
forthcoming Action Plan.

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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OUR PROJECTS

TRANSPARENCY
INTERNATIONAL
GEORGIA IN THE
PARLIAMENT

Our organization continued close cooperation with the Parliament in 2016. Given
the fact that 2016 was a parliamentary election year, when the eighth convocation of the Georgian Parliament completed its work, we conducted a systematic
analysis of the activities of the legislative body and presented it to the public.
In 2016, our team took part in committee hearings, analyzed more than 30
draft laws and published a number of blogs and articles on significant legislative
amendments.
In 2016, our Parliament team published its third annual report on Parliament
performance that presented the activities of MPs, parliamentary committees and
analyzed legislative amendments. The report also contains recommendations on
improving performance and the legislative process, and strengthening parliamentary oversight, transparency and accountability. After the presentation of the
report, we gave awards according to specific nominations to MPs, committees
and those individuals who had actively contributed to cooperation between the
Parliament and civil society.
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OUR PROJECTS

We also published a report that summarized the activities of the eighth convocation of the Georgian Parliament since its election. The report focused on the
major aspects of parliamentary activity, including MP performance and their
participation in hearings.
As part of parliamentary monitoring, we published a report titled Representation
of Political Forces in the Legislative Body of Georgia in the period between 1990
and 2016, which evaluated and presented full information about the representation of political forces over this period and offered recommendations to the new
Parliament about draft laws that should be considered.
In 2016, we continued informing the public through our parliamentary website.
We recorded a weekly podcast during the Spring, Fall and special sessions of the
Parliament, and sent SMS text messages to citizens on activities planned by the
Parliament. Our website - www.myparliament.ge gave citizens the opportunity
to ask questions to MPs and receive answers. 2016 was also the year when we
started working on updating this website with additional functions aimed at further
increasing citizen engagement in parliamentary activities.

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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OUR PROJECTS

CORRUPTION RESEARCH AND MONITORING
OF THE ANTI-CORRUPTION POLICY
Georgia achieved remarkable progress in developing its anti-corruption policy
over the last decade. However, despite minimization of bribery and petty corruption in the public service, eradication of more complex forms of corruption has
remained a challenge. For this reason, in 2016, our anti-corruption team focused
on identifying these complex forms of corruption and developing more effective
mechanisms to counter them.
One potential source of more complex corruption is the link between high-level
public officials and business. The Ministry of Culture is a good example of this.
Our research, conducted in the spring of 2016, revealed signs of conflicts of
interest and corruption between Ministry officials and companies operating in
the culture sector, involving transfer of funds to these companies by the Ministry.
We identified another similar case that involved Tbilisi City Hall transferring land
in and adjacent to the Tbilisi Botanical Garden to the Co-investment Fund that
was founded by the former Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili. This transfer had
occurred after several individuals association with companies owned by Ivanishvili
had been appointed to high-level positions in Tbilisi City Hall.
The above risk is also present in relation to state enterprises, especially when
legislation regulating their activities is weak and does not contain effective anti-corruption mechanisms. Another of our 2016 reports found that large state
companies in Georgia do not meet the requirements of transparency and accountability. In addition, these companies are often used for employing people
close to the ruling party.
Reforming Georgia’s anti-corruption legislation remains an important objective.
This reform is also part of the process of association with the EU. Two of the
most important components of the reform are the new Law on Freedom of Information and Code of Ethics for Public Servants, both of which TI Georgia has
worked on in 2016.
The Georgian government has failed to respond to the above cases of alleged
corruption, indicating that anti-corruption authorities in Georgia are not effective
against high-ranking officials or influential politicians. For this reason, TI Georgia
has repeatedly offered the government to set up an independent anti-corruption
agency.
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OUR PROJECTS

MEDIA ENVIRONMENT IN GEORGIA
2016 was a difficult year for the Georgian media. What
this meant for Transparency International Georgia was that
our media team together with our lawyers worked in an
emergency mode for almost the whole year.
The ownership dispute of the television company Rustavi
2 was prominent throughout the year. In 2016, the case
moved from the Court of Appeal to the Supreme Court. The
Rustavi 2 case became a kind of indicator for media and
court freedom in Georgia. We followed the case in detail
throughout the year and tried to make it as transparent
as possible for not only Rustavi 2 viewers and the general
public, but also our international partners.
In the beginning of 2016, Transparency International Georgia’s media team launched a new project with the financial
support of the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) titled Media Environment Strengthening and Monitoring. Transparency International Georgia
has two major goals within the framework of this project:
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•
•

Ensure transparency of the Georgian National Communications Commission (GNCC); and
Support the Georgian Public Broadcaster (GPB/APB)
in implementing good practices through monitoring
and advocacy.

The first year of the project was very successful - our
team prepared a unique study of the GPB, detailing the
broadcaster’s challenges and working conditions of its
journalists.
A few months before the elections, our team published
an updated report on the Georgian advertising market.
Transparency International Georgia is the only non-governmental organization in the country, which systematically
examines the advertising market. Having an advertising
market that is free from political influence is an essential
prerequisite for a healthy media environment, especially for
such a highly polarized media as in Georgia. Our research
clearly showed how advertising revenues decreased for
broadcasters in 2015 and reasons thereof.
Finally, in 2016, Transparency International Georgia successfully partnered with the International Research and
Exchanges Board (IREX Georgia). Within the framework
of this partnership, 2016 has been the third year that our
organization has been conducting trainings for regional
media representatives on open data journalism and transparency of political funding. In 2016, we conducted training
sessions with 7 regional media organizations, trained 36
practicing journalists, and created 5 instruction videos.
As a result of our trainings on using open data and data
visualizations, regional media organizations published
more than 70 articles. During the pre-election period,
Transparency International Georgia’s media team and
lawyers offered consultation to more than 90 journalists
from 19 media organizations. We are very proud of our
team’s accomplishments, big or small, and the fact that
Transparency International Georgia has managed to earn
the name of a media and journalists’ rights organization.

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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OUR REGIONAL
OFFICES
2016 was a fruitful year for Transparency International Georgia’s regional offices
both in terms of monitoring of local government and providing legal assistance
to citizens.
In 2016, as in previous years, we were the only organization that periodically
examined asset declarations filed by local public officials. We looked at declarations of each and every public official in Kakheti and identified many significant
shortcomings related to incomplete or inaccurate information included in them.
As a result of our efforts in voicing these shortcomings, starting 2017, the Civil
Service Bureau will start examining the accuracy of information included in asset
declarations through random electronic sampling and based on substantiated
appeals. Time will tell how effective this mechanism will prove to be, however,
we do not expect radical changes.
Citizen involvement in budget planning is also a problem in all municipalities
where we have regional offices. Unfortunately, the local government has no
political will to engage a wide range of citizens in its decision-making process.
Examples include Zugdidi, where human rights organizations were not allowed
to monitor the employee examination-interview process in 2016; Kutaisi,
where infrastructural projects were planned and implemented without citizen
participation; and Batumi, where a part of the population to this day demands
the government of the autonomous republic transfer the management of the
seaside boulevard to the local government.
To mark the importance of preserving the Batumi boulevard as a cultural heritage
site and the city’s most important recreation area, we organized a representative
conference, where culturologist Tsira Elisashvili made her famous speech about
the fact that “we are building suicidal cities”. The discussion was backed by a
report prepared by Natia Zoidze, analyst at TI Georgia’s Batumi office, on issues
identified during the development of the so-called reconstruction plan for the
boulevard. As a result, the government of Adjara refused to abolish the third
line of the boulevard and publicly stated that instead of the reconstruction it
would work on conservation.

16

TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL GEORGIA

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

17

OUR REGIONAL OFFICES

We had a chance to work with the government of Adjara on
a number of other issues. Worth pointing out among them is
the Property Rights Recognition Committee, which we used
to protect the interests of citizens. Unlike with the issue of
property rights in Gonio, the government, in most cases, shares
our views in the committee. In cases when the government of
Adjara and Batumi local government fail to make a decision
that benefits citizens, we represent their interests in court.
Currently, we have dozens of such cases.
There is a similar situation in Anaklia, where the government
has high hopes for a future deep water port, but has not
settled the issue of properly compensating local farmers and
other landowners. On several occasions we visited Anaklia to
inform the locals of their rights. In Anaklia, we also assisted
other groups like the fishermen, who were not allowed to
fish deeper than 300 meters. Our advocacy resulted in the
Environmental Protection Department issuing an order that
obligated larger fishing companies to safeguard the interests
of small-scale fishermen.
In 2016, like previous elections, we closely monitored the
pre-election period in Adjara, Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti, Imereti
and Kakheti regions. We paid special attention to the use
of administrative resources by the government for election
purposes and the possible vote-buying by opposition parties.
The media is our reliable partner when it comes to raising
awareness about such violations. 2016 was special in this
regard as well, since it was the first year when we, together
with partner organizations, had a chance to share our vision
on how to report on the pre-election period with the employees of the Georgian Public Broadcaster’s Adraja TV and
Radio. In case of Adjara TV, we also worked extensively with
its complaints commission.
Each of our regional offices conducted research and evaluated
the two years of local government reform. They came up with
specific questions, such as how independent are municipalities, how do they make decisions and what is lacking to build
a European model of local governance, and discussed them
with municipal council chairpersons and heads of executive
bodies with the ultimate goal of increasing the accountability
of elected officials and citizen participation.
We also presented our research on the political representation
of women in the cities of Western Georgia. As it turns out,
the situation has not improved in this regard – women do not
hold decision-making positions almost anywhere, and their
number in municipal councils is critically low.
Our Zugdidi and Kutaisi offices had a chance to speak about
these issues on radio programs. Our cooperation with Radio
Atinati and Radio Old Town already spans many years and
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OUR REGIONAL OFFICES

allows us to reach our audience, who contact us with direct
phone calls, questions and comments on social networks that
confirm their interest is taking part in solving local problems.
One of these problems is the size of the local government
bureaucracy. Our 2016 research showed a significant increase in the number of non-commercial legal entities set
up by municipalities since 2014, resulting in an additional
GEL 50 million spent each year on salaries. Even though we
understand the importance of creating jobs, especially in the
regions, increasing budgetary expenses in this way through
bonuses and salary supplements (which we continuously
monitor) has contributed to the country’s recent currency
crisis, which, in turn, has made the necessity of reducing
administrative costs clear.
Compiling the regional office performance report, it was impossible to describe each and every event, citizen consultation,
advocacy campaign, field meeting in villages; all this has been
consistently published on our website and social networks.
However, I would like to share one observation – each year,
the number of citizen appeals is growing, successfully completes cases accumulate and some of our recommendations
are being taken into account by the authorities. Our regional
offices act as places where citizens can turn to for help and
actually receive it. Even though our limited resources do
not allow us to treat all cases equally, we always provide as
much assistance as we can. This is the only way we know
how to work.

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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SUCCESS STORIES

SUCCESS
STORIES
HOW WE
HELP CITIZENS
SOLVE THEIR
PROBLEMS
Transparency International Georgia’s Legal Aid Center worked on a number of important cases in 2016.
As in previous years, we represented the interests
of public servants illegally dismissed from their
positions and protected property rights of citizens.
In 2016, we took a total of 139 cases to court, out
of which 59 have been completed successfully,
while the rest are ongoing. We have also appealed
to the Constitutional Court on a case involving
dismissed public servants and are currently awaiting
its decision.
In two cases, we sent complaints to the European
Court of Human Rights. One of these cases involves
the reinstatement of an illegally dismissed public
servant, while the other involves restoration of
property rights of persons displaced internally as a
result of the 2008 Russia -Georgia war. We hope
that both cases will be completed in our favor.
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Lela Motsonelidze
Lawyer

THE CASE OF LASHA QORSHIA

In 2005, Lasha Qorshia purchased a land plot in
Anaklia through a purchase agreement and registered it in the manner prescribed by law.
In 2015, when Lasha decided to put his property
to use and requested the Public Registry to verify
the area and boundaries of the land plot, he was
informed that in 2008 the Public Registry had registered the land plot as state property based on the
request by the Ministry of Economy.
Lasha Qorshia appealed to TI Georgia’s Zugdidi office for help. After studying his case, our lawyer Lela
Motsonelidze prepared and filed a lawsuit against
the Ministry of Economy and the Zugdidi Office of
the Public Registry.
After almost 10 court hearings and several examinations, on September 30, 2016, Zugdidi District
Court satisfied Lasha Qorshia’s administrative complaint and annulled the registration of the land
plot as state property. The opposing party did not
appeal the decision within legal deadline, so the
court decision has already entered into force. We
are currently waiting for the Samegrelo Regional
Office of the Public Registry to correctly register
Lasha Qorshia’s property.

TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL GEORGIA

SUCCESS STORIES

Magda Jimsheleishvili

Tea Gordadze

Lawyer

Lawyer

THE CASE OF PIKRIA MERABISHVILI

THE CASE OF KETI KIKVIDZE

For Magda Jimsheleishvili, lawyer at our Tbilisi office,
the most successful case of 2016 was that of a public
servant being illegally dismissed from the Ministry
of Environment’s Department of Environmental
Supervision. The case was launched as early as
2014, went to all three court instances and ended
with the Supreme Court partially satisfying Pikria
Merabishvili’s claim. The courts annulled the order
of dismissal, since it did not contain any written
justification, but did not satisfy Merabishvili’s request at reinstatement and compensation of missed
salary. Instead, the Department of Environmental
Supervision was ordered to re-examine its decision
on the dismissal. This decision was based on the
administrative body’s broad discretionary authority.

Tea Gordaze, our lawyer at the TI Georgia Kutaisi
office, defended the rights of Ketevan Kikvidze, who
was dismissed from the United Water Supply Company of Georgia Ltd. in 2015 due to reorganization.
The company did, in fact, conduct a reorganization,
as a result of which, certain staff positions were
eliminated and costs were cut. However, our claim
disputed the connection between the reorganization
and the dismissal of Ketevan Kikvidze. The first-instance court upheld our position and fully granted
our claim. The court annulled the order of dismissal
and ordered the company to reinstate Kikvidze and
compensate her for the missed salary.

At first, the court gave the administrative body
another chance to substantiate its decision. The
court did not interfere with the administrative body’s
broad discretion and requested it to substantiate
why Merabishvili had failed to pass the probationary period. However, despite the court ruling, the
Department of Environment Supervision issued another unsubstantiated order dismissing Merabishvili.
The actions of the administrative body meant that
it was not willing to offer its justification. Therefore,
after pursuing the case further, Transparency International Georgia managed to complete it successfully. The court annulled the order of dismissal and,
despite the administrative body’s broad discretion,
ordered it to reinstate Pikria Merabishvili and compensate her missed salary since May 2014.
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The opposing party appealed the case to the Court
of Appeal, which found the company’s position to
be more substantiated, granted its claim and annulled the decision of the first instance court. The
Court of Appeal concluded that the existence of
a reorganization process during the dismissal was
enough of an argument.
Ketevan Kikvidze continued to dispute her case
in the Supreme Court, where we raised several
questions that were left unanswered in the Court
of Appeal. In particular, whether the reorganization
directly affected the position held by Kikvidze and
how could costs have been cut by dismissing an
employee and not abolishing their staff position.
The Supreme Court fully granted Kikvidze’s claim.
We are currently waiting for the Supreme Court’s
substantiated decision, which we believe will be
important for settling other labor disputes.
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Keti Rogava
Lawyer

THE CASE OF NIKA CHERKEZISHVILI

Nika Cherkezishvili appealed to TI Georgia for help in November 2015, after being
dismissed from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In May 2015, he had been appointed
as head of the Procurement Service of the Administrative Department for a 6 month
probation period. He was dismissed for failing to pass the probation period. The
order of dismissal stated that Nika was incompetent and prone to conflicts, without
referencing any specific incident. The Ministry did not present any evidence of what
was claimed in the order during case hearings in the first instance court.
Nika Cherkezishvili has 11 years of experience working in the public service. He
completed his tasks conscientiously and responsibly, often having to work overtime.
However, after his appointment the employees had assumed a negative attitude
toward him; they did not follow his instructions and did not answer his calls, which
made it impossible to work in a normal environment. Nika tried to find a solution on
his own as well as by informing his superiors, who did not provide assistance with
identifying the reason for the conflict. The Ministry of Foreign affairs chose to solve
the problem by dismissing Nika Cherkezishvili.
After his dismissal in 2015, Nika successful completed a number of competitions for
public service positions, however, he was refused employment due to his ‘bad record’.
Unfortunately, we lost the case in the first instance court, after which Nika decided
to organize a protest to make the government pay attention to this injustice. In
December, Nika unsuccessfully protested for several days and nights in front of the
State Chancellery.
With the help of our lawyers, Nika Cherkezishvili has appealed the decision of the
Tbilisi City Court to the Court of Appeal.
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Nino Sioridze
Lawyer

THE PAKSADZE CASE

Nino Sioridze, our lawyer at the TI Georgia Batumi office, worked on the Paksadze
case, which involved the court’s illegal decision to register a land plot of 17,174
square meters as property of 2 persons having no prior connection to it, bypassing
the land’s actual owners – a family of 7 members.
Even though the 2 citizens and the 7 member family had the same family name, upon
proper examination it would have been easy to verify that they did not and could
not have owned land in the village. In addition to the coinciding family names, the
court must have examined their identification numbers, father’s names and other
information, which the court has not done.
The court based its decision on incomplete evidence, which did not have probative
force. In addition, the Public Registry also pointed to the unreliable nature of the
documents. The Public Registry had presented the documents to the court for examination and evaluation.
The actual owners of the land plot were notified of the court decision that was made
on May 5, 2009, only 8 years later in 2016, when the enforcement representative
visited the family and in the village of Kortokhi, demanded they vacate their family
house and informed that their ancestral land had been impounded and was to be
auctioned off.
After appealing to court to annul this illegal decision and presenting relevant evidence,
on December 29, 2016, the court fully granted our claim and annulled the decision
made by the Khulo District Court on May 5, 2009, after which the actual owners
were able to register ownership of their ancestral land.

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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SUCCESS STORIES

Ana Berdzenishvili
Lawyer

THE CASE OF ENVER IREMADZE

The case of Enver Iremadze and other residents of Gonio was the most successful in
2016. Enver Iremadze appealed to TI Georgia for help back in 2014.
In 2007, the Khelvachauri Land Rights Recognition Committee granted Enver Iremadze
and other citizens ownership certificates for land plots located in Gonio. Based on
these certificates, the citizens registered the land plots in the Public Registry.
In 2010, the Committee annulled the ownership certificates granted to Enver Iremadze
and other citizens and confiscated the land plots from them. The reason for this
decision was that the land was located within the cultural heritage protection zone
around the Gonio fortress.
Since 2010, the citizens had been unsuccessfully trying to restore their property
rights through court and state institutions. In 2014, as a result of citizen protests, a
special Commission was set up by the Government of Adjara to solve the problem.
TI Georgia was actively involved in this process.
Based on the recommendations of the Government Commission, on November 17,
2014, the Batumi Property Rights Recognition Committee decided to look into the
case of Gonio residents. However, even though Enver Iremadze with assistance from
TI Georgia successfully won his case against the Batumi Committee in all three court
instances, the Committee did not make its decision until July 27, 2016.
The Batumi Committee’s decision of June 27, 2016, like previous decisions, was vague,
was adopted in violation of regulations and did not fall in line with the findings of
the Government Commission.
The decision did not provide a solution, and could potentially result in further court
cases. For this reason, the Committee issued a decision on September 21, 2016,
that restored the property certificates to 100 of the 271 families. However, only 20
families have managed to register their land.
Even though Enver Iremadze was not among the citizens who got their certificates
restored, we believe that having ownership certificates restored to 100 families is a
great success. TI Georgia and its lawyers continue to protect the interests of Enver
Iremadze and 70 other families in court.
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ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OUR PROJECTS

ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OUR
PROJECTS
INFORMAL MEETINGS WITH AMBASSADORS
In 2016, TI Georgia continued its tradition of holding
informal meetings with ambassadors from different countries and the delegations of the Council of Europe and
the EU. Meetings were held at our office and discussion
topics included the current situation in Georgia, existing
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problems and prospects for future cooperation. Meetings
were traditionally held with the representatives of Italy,
Sweden, Lithuania, Poland and the EU. In 2016, we also
hosted the newly appointed ambassadors from the UK
and Austria, Justin McKenzie Smith and Arad Benkö.

TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL GEORGIA

ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OUR PROJECTS

ANTI-CORRUPTION WEEK
During the 2016 anti-corruption week (December 5-9)
TI Georgia organized a number of events, including presentations of a report on the pharmaceutical market, a
report on state-owned enterprises and the final report
on the use of administrative recourses during the 2016
parliamentary elections. We also met with students
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from ethnic minorities and discussed corruption risks in
Georgia and ways to minimize them. On December 9,
the International Anti-Corruption Day, we held a press
conference, where we presented the government with
recommendations on reducing the level of corruption
in the public sector.
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ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OUR PROJECTS

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT
IN OUR ACTIVITIES

ELECTION OBSERVERS
TI Georgia observed the 2016 parliamentary
elections with 350 observers. The number of
observer applications exceeded 1,500. Most of
the 350 selected observers were students. On
the election day, these motivated young people,
representing Transparency International Georgia,
observed the elections across the country.
Nino Gorgadze was one of our election observers. “I am Nino Gorgadze, a student at Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University.
I was interested in volunteer work since I was in
school and was actively involved in various projects, trainings and events. This interest carried
over to my time at the University, where I had
even more opportunities to get to know different
non-governmental organizations, to be a member of their team and make my small contribution
to their work. One of these organizations was
Transparency International Georgia. Previously,
I had heard a lot about their efforts to combat
corruption starting as early as 2000, and through
their volunteer-based election observer mission
I was able to take part in processes important
for this country.

Nino Gorgadze, Student
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I observed the 2016 parliamentary elections
with my friends. Mariam Akhvlediani, Gvantsa
Nadibaidze, Giorgi Maghradze, Mariam Benashvili, Tamta Tabatadze, Tinatin Maghedani, Mariam
Basishvili, Tamar Khuchua, Giorgi Jgharkava and
I were sent to Kvemo Kartli region. We observed
elections at 10 polling stations in Bolnisi and
Dmanisi. We always wondered what was going
on “behind the scenes”. This was a big challenge
for us, especially since some of us observed elections in villages with ethnic minorities. However,
we managed to successfully complete our task.
To our surprise, local residents and observers
from other missions displayed trust and gratitude
towards us, because they knew about TI Georgia’s work. There were a few funny moments as
well as minor incidents, but in the end everything
worked out well. I would like to thank TI Georgia
for giving us the opportunity to be more active
and observe the elections.”
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ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OUR PROJECTS

STUDENTS IN OUR OFFICE
Four times a year, Transparency International Georgia announces a 3-month internship
program for its head and regional offices. Our
interns are students from various universities.
During the program they acquire important
practical skills. Our interns in 2016 were: Lika
Kapanadze, Giorgi Artsivadze, Mariam Donadze,
Natia Tsotsolashvili, Tika Beshkenadze, Mariam
Kalandadze, Guga Berdzenishvili, Nino Gozalishvili, Nino Chkhetiani, Nino Koshitadze, Nino
Natroshvili, Giorgi Chapidze, Luka Begiashvili,
Marita Mazanishvili, Diana Endeladze and Tamta
Tsveraidze.

an office assistant. I had the opportunity to attend the
presentations of reports and see the results of all the work
I witnessed during my internship. When people ask me
about my internship at TI Georgia, I always tell them that
gaining this much practical experience in such a short time
is rare. I always advise my peers to apply for this internship
program, and some of them have done just that. I would
like to see other organizations also introduce such programs, since it provides valuable experience to students.”

Tamta Tsveraidze – “Since 2015 I have been a
student at Tbilisi State University, Social and
Political Sciences Faculty. I was a very active
student in high school and enjoyed voluntary
work and extracurricular activities. This interest
continued during my time at the University and
in 2015, after extensive volunteering, I became
a member of the non-governmental organization
European Youth Parliament - Georgia. The working language in this organization was English, so
my voluntary work helped me gain a lot of useful
skills, which proved useful when I decided to
apply for the TI Georgia internship as a second
year student. Even though the program required
applicants to be in the final year of studies, I took
a risk and my experience and skills helped me
get into the internship program.
For a period of 3 months, I was part of this small
team that works hard to eliminate corruption in
Georgia. In addition to learning how a non-governmental organization functions, TI Georgia
gave me the necessary skills and experience,
which will undoubtedly be useful in the future. I
had direct contact with researchers and analysts,
and as a second year student I could already
practice my profession. Fortunately for me, my
internship period coincided with parliamentary
elections in Georgia. I was given the opportunity
to witness how an NGO works towards ensuring
the elections are transparent and incident-free.
Unfortunately, I was unable to observe the elections; however, in addition to regular intern
activities I also gained experience working as
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Tamta Tsveraidze, Student
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ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OUR PROJECTS

Tika Beshkenadze – “I started my internship at Transparency
International Georgia in January 2016. Being a final year student at Tbilisi State University, I decided to put my theoretical
knowledge into practice and applied for the program. At the
time, I could not imagine how important this decision would
prove to be for my future. Already in the first weeks of my
internship, TI Georgia became a place that greatly affected
my professional as well as personal growth.
During the internship, I mainly worked with the anti-corruption and media teams. During this time, I gained a lot
of experience and understanding of the specifics of the
organization. It was a great pleasure working in a friendly
environment created by professionals.

MEETINGS WITH STUDENTS
We always look for opportunities, such as public
discussions and lectures, to meet with students
and discuss our work and the role of non-governmental organizations in the decision-making process with them. In 2016, we held such
meetings at Ilia State University and Black Sea
University.

Upon completion of the internship program, I became a full
member of the TI Georgia team as an office assistant. By
the end of 2016, I was promoted to the positions of project
coordinator. I believe this is a good example of how the
organization supports its interns and employees to develop
into professionals. The professional and life experience that
started with the internship program is one of the most important challenges of my life and the best decision I ever made.”

Tika Beshkenadze, TI employee
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REGIONAL MEETINGS
On July 7-8, 2016, our Executive Director Eka
Gigauri together with the representatives of
other non-governmental organizations visited
the villages of Baileti, Jumati and Etseri in Guria
region. During these informal, face-to-face
meetings with the local population, non-governmental organizations discussed regional
problems, ways of overcoming them, as well
as Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic integration. The
meetings in Guria were organized by EWMI.
In 2016, we traveled to Kakheti and Imereti
regions, where we organized photo exhibitions
of our work, and met with the local population.
In Kakheti we visited Pankisi and surrounding
villages and offered consultations to locals on
legal issues that were relevant to them. Most
prevalent were problems related to property
rights and land registration by eco-migrants. TI
Georgia continues to advocate for solutions to
the problems face by Pankisi residents.
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ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS

ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS
In 2016 we continued to produce a variety of short, informative videos, in order
to emphasize the problems that exist in the regions and the capital

THE CHOGNARI LANDFILL
Residents of the village of Chognari, Imereti region, and several other villages organized a protest against plans to construct a European standard landfill in the area. We
met with the Solid Waste Management Company and prepared a short informative
video that reflected the positions of both parties. Currently, the construction of the
landfill in Chognari is suspended.
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ECO-MIGRANTS FROM ADJARA
In 2013, a group of eco-migrants that were moved to
Adjara were given apartments in two new 9 story buildings that were constructed through a tender announced
by the Ministry of Finance and Economy of Adjara. The
Ministry paid GEL 5 million for the construction. One year
later, in 2014, the migrants started complaining about
defective roofs, leaky windows, and water accumulating
in the building basement. TI Georgia continues to defend
the rights of these eco-migrants.

PEDESTRIAN PROBLEMS IN TBILISI
For years, Tbilisi has had a serious problem of cars parking on sidewalks. This problem has been getting worse,
leaving less and less room for pedestrians to move in the city. We decided to prepare short videos that would
clearly illustrate the problem. For this purpose, we placed a doll in a stroller and recorded its path through the
central streets of the city. The video gathered 70 thousand views and 900 shares on social media, clearly showing
that citizens are concerned about this problem.
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ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS

On March 19, the campaign called This Affects
You – They Are Still Listening organized protest
rallies in Tbilisi and other cities. In Tbilisi, the
demonstration started at the Concert Hall and
ended in front of the State Chancellery. Protesters
expressed their opinion that illegal secret surveillance must come to an end and perpetrators must
be punished. The right to privacy is inviolable, its
infringement is unacceptable and this affects all
of us. #ThisAffectsYou
TI Georgia, together with other organizations that
are part of the campaign, appealed to the Constitutional Court against legal provisions regulating
secret surveillance. The constitutional claim disputed provisions that allowed the State Security
Service to have direct and real-time access to
communication channels, physical lines, communication networks and to use special equipment and
software for this purpose. In addition, the State
Security Service could also copy identification
information and store it for 2-years.
On April 14, 2016, the Constitutional Court granted our claim and set March 31, 2017, as the
deadline for the execution of its decision.
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OUR WEBSITES

OUR WEBSITES
In 2016 we have been promoting the use of information and communications technologies in
our work in order to increase citizen engagement and government accountability and transparency as well. We have launched two new web pages which became significantly important
especially in the pre-election period.

საქართველოში მოქმედი პოლიტიკური

ჩემი პარლამენტი

მთავარი პარლამენტარები შეკითხვები კანონპროექტები პოდკასტი გამოცემები ჩვენ შესახებ

აქ ნახავთ ვინ წარმოგადგენთ პარლამენტში
და რა გადაწყვეტილებები მიიღება თქვენი
სახელით

პარტიების შემოწირულებები
საქართველოს რესპუბლიკური პარტია

საპარლამენტო ამბების პოდკასტი

847 025

835

შეწირული თანხის ჯამი

თარიღის მიხედვით

შემოწირულებების რაოდენობა

პარლამენტის 2014 წლის საქმიანობის შეფასება

შემომწირველის მიხედვით

ჩემი პარლამენტარები
აირჩიეთ წელი

ყველა

2012

თარიღი

2013

2014

2015

2016

შემომწირველი

დავით ბაქრაძე
ერთიანი ნაციონალური
მოძრაობა – მეტი
სარგებელი ხალხს

შემოწირულობების ოდენობა

ხმის მიცემაში მონაწილეობა:
3.14%
124

მიიღო
მონაწილეობა

3829

არ მიიღო მონაწილეობა

შემოსავლების ჩანაწერი 2014
84465.0

შეტყობინებები
პარლამენტიდან

რა კანონები მიიღება (უკანასკნელი კანონები)

0.0

თქვენი
შეკითხვები

თარიღი

კანონპროექი

15

„სიტყვისა და გამოხატვის
თავისუფლების შესახებ“
საქართველოს კანონში ცვლილების
შეტანის თაობაზე“:: კომიტეტი

12

"უმაღლესი განათლების შესახებ"
საქართველოს კანონში
ცვლილებების შეტანი თაობაზე::
კომიტეტი

06-2015

SMS
© პარტიების შემოწირულებები, 2016
მთავარი გვერდი

მიაწვდინე ხმა
დეპუტატს

06-2015

ყველა პარტია

შემოწირულებების სრული სია

ვებპლატფორმის შექმნა შესაძლებელი გახდა ამერიკელი ხალხის
მხარდაჭერით „ამერიკის შეერთებული შტატების საერთაშორისო
განვითარების სააგენტოს", USAID-ის მეშვეობით.

© 2006 - 2017

ჩემი ხმა
იპოვე შენი პარტია

ქრონოლოგია

სამოქმედო გეგმა

ანგარიშები

შესრულებული ვალდებულებები

ნაწილობრივ შესრულებული ვალდებულებები

გამოკითხვა

Ru

პარტიები

კითხვები

პროექტის შესახებ

შეავსე კითხვარი
აღმოაჩინე ვის უნდა მისცე ხმა

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

5 / 18

Az

შემოგვიერთდით

GEO ENG

მარტი 2017
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Ge Ar

დისკუსიის ეტაპი

კითხვარის შევსება

8 / 18

კითხვარი უკვე შეავსო 22417-მა ადამიანმა

ღია პარლამენტის ღონისძიებები
ღია პარლამენტის ღონისძიებები

მოქალაქეთა ჩართულობა
პოპულარული თემები

ინფორმაციის ხელმისაწვდომობა
ტექნოლოგიები და ინოვაცია
ანგარიშვალდებულება
ვალდებულების შესრულება

ღონისძიება

საკანონმდებლო პროცესი

სამუშაო შეხვედრა

©ღია პარლამენტის ქრონოლოგია, 2017
ვებგვერდი მომზადდა შეერთებული შტატების საერთაშორისო განვითარების სააგენტოს USAID-ის პროგრამის „დემოკრატიული
მმართველობის ინიციატივა (GGI) საქართველოში” დაფინანსებული პროექტის „საქართველოს ღია პარლამენტის სამოქმედო გეგმის
მონიტორინგი“ ფარგლებში. ვებგვერდზე გამოთქმული შეხედულებები ეკუთვნის მხოლოდ საერთაშორისო გამჭვირვალობა საქართველოს
და არ გამოხატავს ამერიკის შეერთებული შტატების საერთაშორისო განვითარების სააგენტოს (USAID) ან ამერიკის შეერთებული შტატების
მთავრობის შეხედულებებს.

38

Ge

Ar Az

Ru

ჩემი ხმა

მთავარი

გამოკითხვა

პოლიტიკური პარტიები

კითხვები

პროექტის შესახებ

იპოვე შენი პარტია

TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL GEORGIA

OUR WEBSITES

POLITICALDONATIONS.GE
We created this web platform in order to accumulate information about all donations made
to Georgian political parties since 2012. In addition to that, the web platform also contains
information on business interests of political party donors. The web page has got a search
system that enables its user to search either by donors or political parties. It is important that
not many countries have the similar systems and we are among the pioneers in this sphere.
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MYPARLIAMENT.GE
This year we have continued active improvement of our web page MyParliament.ge. The
website enables users to view information about elected MPs, the procedural status of laws
being considered by Parliament, and allows citizens to pose questions to their representatives
in Parliament, enabling direct communication between voters and legislators. Increases accessibility to parliamentary procedural information for the general public, and improves the
transparency of the lawmaking process. It also aims to raise awareness of citizens about their
representatives in Parliament and the decisions made on their behalf and tries to encourage
involvement of citizens in the legislative process.
From 2017 we will launch the new version of this web page with additional features.
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თავისუფლების შესახებ“
საქართველოს კანონში ცვლილების
შეტანის თაობაზე“:: კომიტეტი

12

"უმაღლესი განათლების შესახებ"
საქართველოს კანონში
ცვლილებების შეტანი თაობაზე::
კომიტეტი

06-2015

SMS

მიაწვდინე ხმა
დეპუტატს

06-2015

© 2006 - 2017
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OUR WEBSITES

OGP.GE
Ogp.ge was launched for the promotion of understanding Georgia’s Open parliament Action
Plan. The website enables citizens to monitor the work of Parliament and have the access to
the information. It also contributes to the accountable and transparent work of the MPs.
This website was prepared with financial support of the USAID Good Governance Initiative in
Georgia (GGI), under the project “Monitoring and Promoting Understanding of Georgia’s Open
Parliament Action Plan”. TI Georgia is responsible for the content of the website.

ქრონოლოგია

სამოქმედო გეგმა

ანგარიშები

GEO ENG

მარტი 2017
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

5 / 18

შესრულებული ვალდებულებები

ნაწილობრივ შესრულებული ვალდებულებები

8 / 18

ღია პარლამენტის ღონისძიებები
ღია პარლამენტის ღონისძიებები

მოქალაქეთა ჩართულობა
ინფორმაციის ხელმისაწვდომობა
ტექნოლოგიები და ინოვაცია
ანგარიშვალდებულება
ვალდებულების შესრულება

ღონისძიება

საკანონმდებლო პროცესი

სამუშაო შეხვედრა

©ღია პარლამენტის ქრონოლოგია, 2017
ვებგვერდი მომზადდა შეერთებული შტატების საერთაშორისო განვითარების სააგენტოს USAID-ის პროგრამის „დემოკრატიული
მმართველობის ინიციატივა (GGI) საქართველოში” დაფინანსებული პროექტის „საქართველოს ღია პარლამენტის სამოქმედო გეგმის
მონიტორინგი“ ფარგლებში. ვებგვერდზე გამოთქმული შეხედულებები ეკუთვნის მხოლოდ საერთაშორისო გამჭვირვალობა საქართველოს
და არ გამოხატავს ამერიკის შეერთებული შტატების საერთაშორისო განვითარების სააგენტოს (USAID) ან ამერიკის შეერთებული შტატების
მთავრობის შეხედულებებს.
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OUR WEBSITES

COMPANYINFO.GE
Companyinfo.ge is a website created by Transparency International Georgia on the basis of
the official Business Registry run by the National Agency of Public Registry (www.napr.gov.ge).
The website contains data on all Georgian companies starting from 2010. Users can easily
view how company leadership and ownership has changed for the last several years and how
shareholders and directors of different companies are linked through ownership or management.
We run this website to further support transparency in company ownership in Georgia, so that
the public can easily identify power networks and corporate relationships across the country
and track down possible business interests of public officials. We think that Companyinfo.ge is
a great research tool for journalists, civil society activists and any interested individual.
Recently there has been a limitation in updating the information from napr.gov.ge. Our IT team
worked actively in solving this problem and the proper update is now available from their webpage.

CompanyInfo

მთავარი

კონფიდენციალურობა

კორპორაციის ძიება
ხელმისაწვდომია 181183 დარეგისტრირებული კორპორაცია.

ქართული კლავიატურა

ჩვენს შესახებ

Language

ხალხის ძიება
ხელმისაწვდომია 207072 ადამიანი.

ქართული კლავიატურა

კომპანიის დასახელება:

სრული სახელი:

საიდენტიფიკაციო კოდი:

პირადი ნომერი:

მისამართი:

მისამართი:

ელ. ფოსტა:

ეროვნება:

Legal Form:
ძიება
Companies registered after:

Companies registered before:

ძიება

ამ საიტზე არსებული ინფორმაცია მიღებულია შემდეგი საიტიდან: https://enreg.reestri.gov.ge/
This website is maintained with financial support from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida).
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CHEMIKHMA.GE
Chemikhma.ge is a project created by TI Georgia that was aiming to help citizens make the
right choice for the elections. There is a special questionnaire integrated in the web page that is
composed of 36 questions about public policy. By answering them citizens can identify themselves with the political parties participating in the elections. There are also answers provided
by the political parties given on the web page.
It is important to note that the web page is translated into Russian, Armenian and Azeri languages
so that all the ethnic minorities of Georgia’s population can participate and benefit from it. This
project soon became very popular among the population and most of them said the web page
helped them shape their views about the political parties and their promises.

ჩემი ხმა
იპოვე შენი პარტია

Ge Ar
Az

გამოკითხვა

Ru

პარტიები

კითხვები

პროექტის შესახებ

შეავსე კითხვარი
აღმოაჩინე ვის უნდა მისცე ხმა
კითხვარის შევსება
კითხვარი უკვე შეავსო 22417-მა ადამიანმა

პოპულარული თემები

Ge

Ar Az

Ru

ჩემი ხმა

მთავარი

გამოკითხვა

პოლიტიკური პარტიები

კითხვები

პროექტის შესახებ

იპოვე შენი პარტია
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COALITION EMBERSHIPS

COALITION MEMBERSHIP
Coalition for Euro-Atlantic Georgia - One of the most important activities in which TI Georgia took
an active part in 2016 was the launch of the coalition for Euro-Atlantic Georgia. 22 non-governmental
organizations have announced its launch to contribute to the building of a free and independent
state where human rights are duly protected and institutions function efficiently. To achieve this,
we are trying our best and closely cooperate with each other. We believe that consolidating active
civil society to facilitate Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic integration is essential and plan to carry out various
activities to support this goal.
It is important to note that TI Georgia became the member of the board and the first head of the
board according to the votes of coalition member NGOs.
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TRANSPARIFY 2016
Coalition for Independent and Transparent Judiciary - In 2016 TI Georgia continued its active
cooperation with around 40 civil society organizations working towards increasing independence
of the Judiciary.
TI Georgia remained the member of the board of the Arbitration Institution created under the
Georgian chamber of Commerce.
In 2016 TI Georgia remained a member of the Presidential Pardon Commission and continued
reviewing the documents of the prisoners who are recommended for pardon and provided president with the recommendations.
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CORRUPTCORRUPTION PERCEPTIONS INDEX

CORRUPTION
PERCEPTIONS
INDEX

Georgia is ranked 44th among 176 countries with the
score of 57 (out of the maximum 100) in the Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI) published by the Transparency
International Secretariat in 2016. According to CPI
2016, the lowest level of perceived corruption is in
Denmark and New Zealand (90 score) while the highest
level is in Somalia (10 score). Georgia’s result is the best
in Eastern Europe (Excluding EU member states) and
Central Asian region.

CORRUPTION
PERCEPTIONS
INDEX 2016
43

GLOBAL

Average score
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www.transparency.org/cpi
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The Corruption Perceptions Index has been published by the Transparency International Secretariat annually since 1995. Since 2012, the
index has been compiled with a new methodology, making it possible
to compare results from different years. The CPI is a composite index
and is produced based on the studies conducted by a number of authoritative organizations.
Georgia’s CPI score was 52 in 2012 (ranked 51st), 49 in 2013 (ranked
55th), 52 again in 2014 (ranked 50th) and 52 score (ranked 48th).

RANK COUNTRY/TERRITORY SCORE

113

Armenia

33

44

Georgia

57

123

Azerbaijan

30

64

Montenegro

45

123

Moldova

30

72

Serbia

42

131

Kazakhstan

29

75

Turkey

41

131

Russia

29

79

Belarus

40

131

Ukraine

29

83

Albania

39
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83
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Tajikistan
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Uzbekistan
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ANNUAL REPORT 2016

36

47

CORRUPTCORRUPTION PERCEPTIONS INDEX

RANK COUNTRY/TERRITORY SCORE
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5
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The perceived levels of public sector
corruption in 176 countries/territories
around the world.
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GLOBAL
CORRUPTION
BAROMETER

Transparency International’s Global Corruption Barometer (GCB) is the most extensive worldwide public opinion survey on views and experiences of corruption. As
part of the 2016 edition of the GCB, TI surveyed some
60,000 citizens in 42 countries of Europe and Central
Asia about their encounters with corruption in their
everyday life, levels of corruption in state institutions
and the effectiveness of government anti-corruption
policies.

BRIBERY RATES ACROSS
EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA
SWEDEN 1%*

BELARUS 20%
ESTONIA 5%

UK 0%*

LATVIA 15%
LITHUANIA 24%
GERMANY 3%
THE NETHERLANDS 2%*
BELGIUM 3%*

POLAND 7%
CZECH REPUBLIC 9%

HUNGARY 22%
SLOVAKREPUBLIC 12%
SLOVENIA 3%

FRANCE 2%*
PORTUGAL 2%

CROATIA 10%
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 27%

ROMANIA 29%
SERBIA 22%
BULGARIA 17%

KOSOVO 10%
SPAIN 3%

MONTENEGRO 16%
ITALY 7%
ALBANIA 34%
FYR MACEDONIA 12%
GREECE 10%

SCALE:
% of households who paid a bribe
when accessing basic services

UKRAINE 38%

TURKEY 18%
CYPRUS 2%
MOLDOVA 42%

0-4%
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5-8%

9-12 % 13-16% 17-20% 21-24% 25-28% 29-32% 33-36% 37-40%

40+%
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GLOBAL CORRUPTION BAROMETER

According to the survey, 12% of Georgians believe that corruption is among the three most important problems in the country.
According to the 2016 GCB, 58% of Georgians who took part in
the survey had been in contact with at least one of eight public
services. Among these users of public services, 7% had to pay a
bribe at least once over the preceding 12 months. Remarkably,
the situation has deteriorated since 2013, when only 4% of public
service users reported paying a bribe.

RUSSIA 34%

KAZAKHSTAN 29%

KYRGYZ REPUBLIC 38%
UZBEKISTAN 18%
TAJIKISTAN 50%
AZERBAIJAN 38%
ARMENIA 24%
GEORGIA 7%
Q. Did you or any member of your household make an unofficial payment or gift when using these services over the past 12 months? The road police, public agencies
issuing official documents, the civil courts, public education (primary or secondary), public education (vocation), public medical care, public agencies in charge of
unemployment benefits or any other public agencies in charge of other social security benefits? Base: Households who had contact with at least one one service in the
previous 12 months. An * denotes countries where the bribery rate was taken from the 2014 Eurobarometer survey.
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OUR VISIBILITY
Because of the active engagement in the political processes of the country during the last year the
visibility of our organization significantly increased. High visibility of ours in turn leads to the better
access to politicians and efficiency in advocacy and lobbying.
Through our reports, announcements, press conferences, advocacy campaigns, visualizations and
video clips we were able to spread the word and cover broader audiences.
According to IPM, the company that conducts media monitoring the organization was mentioned or
its representatives were quoted more than 6000 times in Georgian media (Internet, press, radio and
television) in 2016.

Social Media
Facebook - TI Georgia continues to actively use social networks in order to raise citizens’ awareness
about our work and ongoing processes. Mostly visited and used social networks of ours are TI Georgia’s Facebook page, both Georgian and English versions.
From the beginning of the year the amount of users of our Georgian Facebook page increased by more
than the quarter of the actual likes (3000) and now counts 11804 likes.
As the following chart shows our visibility on Facebook has significantly increased over 2016:
Twitter - This year we have continued active usage of Twitter, mostly for the foreign audiences as using
Twitter in everyday life in Georgia is not very common. We keep them updated about the important
events and our latest findings. The amount of the followers this year increased with more than 1500
people and reached 4623 users.

Our Products
In 2016, TI Georgia published:
• 99 blog posts about our findings on elections, media environment, judiciary, corruption, parliament,
human rights, budgeting and etc.;
• 83 announcements in reaction to important events and developments of the country as well as
some serious violations, individually or jointly with other civil society organizations;
• 15 reports based on our ongoing projects.
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ACTIVITIES OF TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL-GEORGIA IN ALL MEDIA
(TV CHANNELS, PRESS, RADIO STATIONS, INTERNET)

NUMBER OF OBJECTS
Period: 2016-01-01 - 2016-12-20
Article type: Information, Interview
Media: All
2942
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2100
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300
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•

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)

•

United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

•

Open Society Georgia Foundation (OSGF)

•

International Research &Exchanges Board (IREX)

•

East West Management Institute (EWMI)

•

Tetra Tech ARD/GGI

•

International Solidarity Fund
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION
EXPENSES (IN GEL)
69%

Personnel

8%

Direct Program Costs

8%

Rent&Utilities

5%

Election Expenses

4%

Contractual/legal services

3%

Travel Costs

1%

Supplies&Equipment

1%

Communication Costs

1%

Other

INCOME BY DONORS (IN GEL)
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) via IREX and EWMI and Tetra Tech
Open Society Georgia Fund
International Solidarity Fund
Donations & Service Contracts

1 390 765
947 685
99 859
24 674
13 772
0

200000
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INCOME BY YEARS (IN GEL)
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2000

115,248

2001

268,912

2002

34,745

2003

94,754

2004

269,708

2005

496,986

2006

696,646

2007

655,022

2008

683,793

2009

638,291

2010

557,973

2011

1,067,881

2012

2,088,474

2013

2,847,099

2014

1,862,643

2015

2,254,047

2016

2,476,755

TOTAL

17,108,976.60
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