ELECTRONIC BRACELETS WILLBE USED FOR OFFENDERS INVOLVED IN DOMESTIC VIOLENGE
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The Parliament of Georgia is deliberating the Amendments to the Draft Law on Violence
Against Women And/Or Elimination of Domestic Violence, Protection and Support
Of Victims Of Violence.

The purpose of the draft law is to increase the effectiveness of restrictive measures applied
to perpetrators of violence, to increase the protection of victims and to make the state policy
stricter in this regard.

1B DRAFT LAW, INITIATOR

Legislative initiative: Amendments to the Draft Law on Violence Against Women And/Or
Elimination Of Domestic Violence, Protection And Support Of Victims Of Violence.

Initiator: Government of Georgia

Author: Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia

@ ESSENCE OF THE DRAFT LAW

» Electronic oversight will be possible on the offender, with the consent of the victim or the
victim’s legal representative. The electronic oversight will define restrictions on the
offender approaching the workplace or other places where the victim is located.
Electronic surveillance is possible if there is a risk of a repeat offense.

» In addition to the places defined as restricted by the electronic oversight, any other territory
may be off-limits. The representative of the 112 has the right to call the victim/offender and
request them to leave the territory for the purpose of avoiding a meeting. The offender is
obliged by law to fulfill the request of the 112.

» Failure by the offender to abide by the electronic surveillance or failure to comply with
repeated warnings for violating the use of the electronic equipment shall be punishable by
a fine or by community service of up to 180 - 240 hours or by imprisonment for up to 1 year,
with a limitation of weapons-related rights;

» The duration of the protective order is increased from 6 months to 9 months.

1. FAMILY MEMBER

Bs CURRENT VERSION

I PROPOSED AMENDMENT

Family members are: mother, father,
grandmother, grandfather, spouse, child
(stepchild), adopted child, foster child,

adoptive parent, spouse of an adoptive
parent, foster care provider, (foster mother,
foster father), grandchild, sister, brother,
parents of a spouse, son-in-law, daughter-in-
law, former spouse, persons who are in a non-

The following is added to the list:
e Stepfather

e Spouse of the child (including in non-
registered marriage),

 Former person in non-registered marriage
and recipient of support

registered marriage and members of their
families, guardians, care givers, supporters,
also persons who have always run or who ran
joint family business;

2. MECHANISMS AND MEANS FOR ELECTRONIC OVERSIGHT

Bs CURRENT VERSION Il PROPOSED AMENDMENT

The existing law doesn’t envisage electronic
oversight

e Electronic oversight is possible if there is a
risk of a repeat violation from the offender;

* The protocol issuing the electronic
oversight against the offender shall be
presented to the court no later than 24
hours after its issue;

* The electronic oversight can be issued
when the restraining order is issued or
after it has been issued, as long as the
order is still in force.

3. DURATION OF THE PROTECTIVE ORDER

I§ CURRENT VERSION I PROPOSED AMENDMENT

The protective order is issued for 6 months It iIs permissible to issue the protective order

for up to 9 months

STATISTICAL DATA

NUMBER®OF RESTRAINING ORDERS® ISSUED ON INSTANCES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

2016 3089
2017 4370
2018 7646
2019 (9 months) 7762

NUMBER* OF PROTECTIVE ORDERS ISSUED ON INSTANCES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

2016 179
2017 180
2018 139

CHART 2: FEMICIDE STATISTICS®
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Transparency International Georgia welcomes the legislative amendments and its aim to
Increase the effectiveness of restrictive measures against offenders of domestic violence.
This is a positive step forward in terms of prevention of repeat violence.

The following should be positively assessed:

It Is possible to impose electronic oversight on an offender if there is a risk of a repeat
violation

* Defining sanctions for offenders who fail to comply with the requirements of the restraining
or protective order or intentionally failing to abide by the electronic oversight, or tampering
with the electronic equipment;

 The duration of the protective order is increased from 6 months to 9 months.

 Expanding the list of family members on the legislative level.

1 The cost of one set of equipment required for electronic surveillance is US2820, with the current cost of maintenance
per device being GEL 10 per month. At the moment, the Ministry of the Interior has 100 pieces of electronic bracelet,
a server that can serve 1000 units and a software program. The costs mentioned by 2020 are covered by UN WOMEN,
however, it will be necessary to include them in the 2021 budget and subsequent years.

2 The annual increase in restraining orders issued on domestic violence cases should not be interpreted as an increase
In the frequency of such offenses, as one of the priorities of recent reforms has been to improve victims’ rate of reporting
such crimes.

3 The court decides to issue a protective order, while an authorized police officer issues a restraining order.

4 Report of the Public Defender of Georgia on the State of Protection of Human Rights and Freedoms in Georgia, 2018,
https://bit.ly/37YBVC3

5 Ibid.
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