
List of Political Prisoners

Transparency International Georgia publishes an updated list of political prisoners in Georgia, compiled on the basis of the criteria established

by Resolution 1900 (2012) of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

All political prisoners included in the list who have already been convicted are in detention for exercising their freedom of expression and

assembly. There are other political prisoners in Georgia as well, but on this occasion, we are focusing on individuals detained during peaceful

protests in 2024–2025.

According to the document, 91 individuals in Georgia currently meet one or more international criteria for recognition as political prisoners.

Each case has been assessed individually, based on the circumstances of the case, court decisions, and international human rights standards.

The list is based not on political assessments, but on the legal test established by the Council of Europe, according to which a person may be

considered a political prisoner if their deprivation of liberty is connected to:

a) a violation of fundamental rights;

b) detention for political reasons where the alleged conduct has no

connection to any offence;

c) a clearly disproportionate sentence;

d) discriminatory treatment; or

e) proceedings that are incompatible with the requirements of a fair

trial.

For each individual, the document specifies which particular criterion or criteria are considered to have been met.

Such a high number of political prisoners once again points to the existence of politically motivated justice in Georgia and the deterioration of

the human rights situation.
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Convicted Persons Currently in Detention

# Name Convicted of Sentenced to a b c d e

1 Mzia Amaglobeli Violence against a police officer 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

2 Elene Khoshtaria Destruction of property 1.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3 Levan Khabeishvili Public incitement to overthrow of government

Sabotage

2.5 years in prison
✓ ✓

4 Zviad Kuprava Public incitement to overthrow of government 2.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

5 Bacho (Bachana)

Akhalaia

Public incitement to overthrow of government 2.5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

6 Nika Melia Contempt of court 8 months in prison + 2-year ban on public

office
✓ ✓ ✓

7 Irakli Okruashvili Contempt of court 8 months in prison + 2-year ban on public

office
✓ ✓ ✓

8 Giorgi Chikvaidze** Embezzlement (civil dispute criminalised) 9 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

9 Irakli Papiashvili** Embezzlement (civil dispute criminalised) 8 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

10 Paata Burchuladze Attempted seizure of a strategic facility; organizing

and leading group violence; public incitement to

overthrow of government

7 years in prison

✓ ✓ ✓

11 Nana Sanderi Organizing and leading group violence; public

incitement to overthrow of government

7 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

12 Murtaz Zodelava Same offences as Burchuladze 7 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

13 Irakli Nadiradze Same offences as Burchuladze 7 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

14 Lasha Beridze Same offences as Burchuladze 7 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

Page 2 of 8



# Name Convicted of Sentenced to a b c d e

15 Paata Manjgaladze Organizing and leading group violence 7 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

16 Zviad Tsetskhladze Organizing and participating in group action 2.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

17 Vasil Kadzelashvili Organizing and participating in group action 2.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

18 Vepkhia Kasradze Organizing and participating in group action 2.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

19 Zviad Ratiani Violence against a police officer 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

20 Anzor (Anri)

Kvaratskhelia

Violence against a police officer 4.5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

21 Giorgi Mindadze Violence against a police officer 5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

22 Davit Lomidze Violence against a police officer 4.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

23 Teimuraz

Zasokhashvili

Violence against a police officer 4.5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

24 Saba Jikia Violence against a police officer 4.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

25 Anatoly Gigauri Violence against a police officer 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

26 Mate Devidze Violence against a police officer 4.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

27 Giorgi Okmelashvili Violence against a police officer 5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

28 Saba Skhvitaridze Bodily harm (reclassified as minor) 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

29 Phridon Bubuteishvili Property damage; violence against a police officer 5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

30 Irakli

Megvinetukhutsesi

Violence against a police officer 5 years in prison
✓ ✓

31 Davit Koldari Property damage 2 years 10 months in prison ✓ ✓
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# Name Convicted of Sentenced to a b c d e

32 Guram Khutashvili Property damage 3 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

33 Daniel Mumladze Property damage 3 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

34 Archil Museliants Property damage 4 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

35 Denis Kulanin Property damage 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

36 Davit Khomeriki Preparing an explosion 4.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

37 Anton Chechin Drug possession 8.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

38 Anastasia Zinovkina Drug possession 8.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

39 Artem Gribuli Drug possession 8.5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

40 Gela Khasaia Bodily harm 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

41 Zurab Menteshashvili Blocking the road (recidivism, criminal offence) 9 months in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

42 Gogi Chakhunashvili Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

43 Abo Naveriani Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

44 Davit Zhghenti Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

45 Kakhaber

Mzhavanadze

Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

46 Davit Sturua Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓
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# Name Convicted of Sentenced to a b c d e

47 Konstantine Kokaia Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

48 Zakro Albutashvili Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

49 Zurab Chavchanidze Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

50 Vladimer Gvelesiani Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

51 Amiran Dolishvili Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

52 Anton Vardanidze Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

53 Aleksandre Chilachava Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

54 Genadi Kupreishvili Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

55 Sulkhan Tugushi Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

56 Ramaz Mamuladze Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

57 Manuchar Mikeladze Participating in group violence 5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

58 Tornike Mchedlishvili Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

59 Nika Gventsadze Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓
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# Name Convicted of Sentenced to a b c d e

60 Irakli Chkhvirkia Attempted seizure of a strategic facility;

participating in group violence

5 years in prison
✓ ✓ ✓

61 Guri Zhvania Participating in group violence 5 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓

62 Simon Makharadze Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

63 Kakhaber

Kvachantiradze

Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

64 Gia Toloraia Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

65 Mikheil Toloraia Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

66 Avtandil Topchishvili Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

67 Iuri Lomidze Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

68 Davit Giunashvili Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

69 Giorgi Talakhadze Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

70 Beka Machavariani Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

71 Saba Kordzaia Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

72 Giorgi Kirvalidze Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓
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# Name Convicted of Sentenced to a b c d e

73 Koba Epitashvili Participating in group violence 1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

74 Tamar Lortkipanidze Violence against a police officer; Attack on a police

vehicle

1 year in prison + 3 years probation (plea

bargain)
✓ ✓ ✓

75 Irakli Miminoshvili Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

76 Giorgi Gorgadze Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

77 Nikoloz Javakhishvili Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

78 Tornike Goshadze Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

79 Insaf Aliev Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

80 Jano Archaia Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

81 Ruslan Sivakov Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

82 Luka Jabua Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

83 Andro Chichinadze Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

84 Guram Mirtskhulava Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

85 Onise Tskhadadze Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

86 Valeri Tetrashvili Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

87 Giorgi Terishvili Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

88 Irakli Kerashvili Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

89 Revaz Kiknadze Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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# Name Convicted of Sentenced to a b c d e

90 Sergei Kukharchuk Participating in group action 2 years in prison ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

91 Isako Devidze Contempt of court 1 year in prison (plea bargain) ✓ ✓ ✓

* All persons listed in the above table, except for the two marked with **, have been punished in connection with the exercise of their rights to freedom of assembly and

freedom of expression.

** Giorgi Chikvaidze and Irakli Papiashvili, both former businessmen with close ties to Georgian Dream, have been punished for their conflict with the prosecutor's office

and for their alleged refusal to assist a sanctioned Russian oligarch, reportedly at the request of Georgian Dream, in hiding his yacht in Georgian territorial waters.

*** Another potential candidate for inclusion on this list is the politician Aleksandre Elisashvili, who was recently sentenced to 13 years in prison. At this stage, Mr

Elisashvili has not been included on this list because he was convicted of attempted arson committed for terrorist purposes. The defence categorically disputes that his

actions were motivated by any terrorist purpose. At the moment, however, it is not possible to assess whether the court sufficiently substantiated its finding that Mr

Elisashvili acted with a "terrorist purpose", as the reasoned judgment has not yet been published. If it transpires that the court unjustifiably reclassified the offence by

attributing a terrorist purpose to Mr Elisashvili's conduct, despite the absence of any such purpose, in order to subject him to a more severe penalty, there would be

grounds for including him on this list as well.
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